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“The grass 

withers and the 

flowers fall, 

but the 

word of 

our God 
endures 

forever.” 
Isaiah 40:8 

As we turn our 

calendars once 
again, residents 
of Wisconsin can 
have many 
reasons to be 
content with 
what June offers. 

Summer is upon 
us and God offers 
beauty and 
blessings in many 
ways. This photo 
is one way to 
chronicle those 
blessings of 
blooming beauty. 

Even though grass withers in summer heat and flowers fall in time, we know that we can 
enjoy them while we have them along with the season in which God gives them.  At the 
same time, the turning calendar, ought to teach us about how our life passes – each day, 
month, and year marching on, unstoppable.  We are like grass and like the flowers whose 
glory only lasts a season.  Then, in time, we are gone from this life.  We can be content, 
though, because the Word of our God grants us spiritual life and the certain hope of 
eternal life to come through our Savior Jesus!  The Word of our God will not wither or fall.  
It endures forever.  The truth of God’s gracious salvation is chronicled in the pages of Holy 
Scripture which reveal over and over how much God loves us and what He did to deliver us 
from the fear of death, and the punishment which our sin deserves.  We have forgiveness 
and true hope in the life to come!  God’s Word will keep that alive in our hearts every day! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Forward and Back 
 
On Saturday, April 17, 2021, my wife, Leslie, and I landed in Lilongwe, Malawi. As we landed 
and looked forward to our new life living and working in Africa, we also looked back to 1991 
when we first landed in Zambia to serve as part of the mission team. Back then we arrived 
with two daughters ages four and two, and one son who was six months old. Now, it’s just the 
two of us, and those three (and two more) kids are all grown up. Back then we left behind our 
parents and “took their grandchildren away,” as they would remind us at times. Now, we are 
leaving behind our grandchildren. 
 
Back then, we were a young family, and I had just been assigned from Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary to serve in Zambia. Now, Leslie and I have been together for over three decades and 
have been blessed in many ways as we lived in Zambia, Nebraska, Idaho, and Arizona. Now, we 
look forward to being blessed as we live again in Africa and wonder a bit what the Lord has in 
store for us. That said, we know for certain that just as the Lord saw us through in the past, he 
will be with us and bless us this time too. 
 

Many Changes 
It is said that you can never go home, meaning that our memories of home remain the same 
but time changes everything and things are never as we remember. As Leslie and I returned to 
Africa, we kept reminding ourselves that this would be true, and indeed it was. 
 

Back in 1991, we arrived in a country that had suffered from years of socialism and one-party 
rule. The consequences were a ruined economy and infrastructure. It was a challenge to 
procure the most basic of needs. Now, even though there are differences in name brands and 
price, almost anything can be purchased at a local store. Back then it was big news when 
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certain items were available at the store. Now, one can compare prices and quality of items 
that you want to buy. 
 
Back in 1991, the only forms of communication with family in the U.S. were airmail and long-
distance calls that cost $1.00 per minute, that is, if the phone was working at all. Now, with 
cellular data, there are multiple means of voice and video communication. That is, if the 
electricity is on. I guess some things do stay the same. 
 

Nothing New 
As with water and electricity outages, other things remain the same. The biggest constant is 
the need to share the Good News of Jesus. People continue to struggle with sin and guilt and 
need the comfort of Jesus. The work of sharing this comfort is still carried out through 
Christian congregations who gather to be blessed through Word and sacrament and are willing 
to share the truth with their neighbors. Nowadays, the congregations are served by locally 
trained pastors and elders, but the work remains the same. 
 

Something New 
Back in 1991, my work was to serve a dozen churches, visiting them every four to six weeks. In 
between my visits, the work of shepherding the congregations was in the hands of faithful 
men and women who read sermons on Sunday and taught basic instruction and Sunday 
school. They visited the sick and managed the affairs of their congregation. When I would visit, 
I conducted worship and offered encouragement and training to those who were serving so 
faithfully. 
 
Nowadays, WELS missionaries in Africa are not serving as pastors or overseeing congregations, 
but are working with the pastors and leadership of church bodies throughout Africa. Back in 
1991 there were missionaries doing what I was doing in Malawi and Zambia. Now, the mission 
team works with partner church bodies in Nigeria, Cameroon, Liberia, Uganda, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, as well as Malawi and Zambia. We also are working with Multi-Language Productions, 
offering basic biblical and shepherding training to individuals anywhere in the continent. Our 
prayer is that all these relationships and partnerships would be blessed by the Lord so more 
people may hear the Good News of Jesus in Africa and beyond. 
 

Always 
As Leslie and I begin this new stage of mission life, we know that it is the Lord who has called 
us here and will bless us. For this we are thankful. 
 
The Lord be with you all. 
 
Written by Missionary Howard Mohlke, leader of the One Africa Team 

 



Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Church Council Meeting Minutes 05/10/2021 
 
Meeting called to order by David Evenson at 6:05 PM 

Present: Pastor Cox, David Evenson, Jeremy Conradt, Mike Gilbert, Ben Branson, Ben Golden 
Opening prayer and devotion by Pastor Cox on Psalm 15 
Approval of the March minutes.  m/s/c 

Pastors’ Report: 
Matters of Membership 
Removal - David Mooney - at his request 
Misc:  
1. Karla Johnson will complete her role as Administrative Assistant as of May 31, 2021. 
2. Council recommends that Bethel not immediately fill the Admin. Assist. position. 
3. Three youth private confirmation ceremonies are scheduled for May 22 and 23 for Myah Casey, 

Calvin Davis, and Talon Wenzlaff. 
4. Pastor plans to travel to Schenectady, NY on June 25 to officiate at his nephew’s wedding. Pastor 

Conradt is scheduled to serve Bethel on June 27. 
5. Pastor Ron Baerbock is scheduled to serve Bethel on August 15. Pastor Cox will be away that 

weekend. 
6. The Council has been asked to consider making space available at our Arcadia location for 

community gardens. 
7. The Arcadia Youth Association (online at playarcadia.org) a new youth organization in town, has 

asked permission to use our baseball field to provide space for younger players to practice. 
Reports of Board and Committee activities: 

Treasurer – Mike Gilbert: Attached m/s/c 
Financial Secretary – Ben Branson:  
Elders – Vacant:  
Evangelism – Vacant:  
Education – Vacant:  
Church Properties – Ben Golden: Parsonage front porch work completed.  Rain gutter on Arcadia 

garage work completed. 
Youth – Vacant:  
Stewardship – Vacant:  
Fellowship - Vacant:  

Old Business:  
1. Vacant council positions 
2. Distribution of Special Gifts to Bethel 

New Business: 
1. Discussion about making space for a community garden and/or allowing the use of our baseball field by 

the Arcadia Youth Association.  Recommend investigation into the insurance impacts as the first step. 
 
Next Meeting: June 6, 2021 at 6:00 PM in Galesville 
Adjourn at 8:03 PM m/s/c 
Closing prayer by Pastor Cox. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Secretary Jeremy Conradt 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TCCTV Service Times 
 

For years, Bethel has been  

able to provide a  

video-recorded service for 

broadcast on TCCTV for free.  

 

Here is another way to 

tell your neighbors and 

friends about the Savior. 

Share these broadcast 

dates and times! 
 

Monday 

June 21         2:30pm 

Thursday 

June 24     8:00am 

Saturday 

June 26         6:00pm 

Sunday 

June 27         9:00am 
 

A Prayer for Father’s Day 
     God our Father, in your wisdom and 
love you made all things.  Bless all   
fathers, for you have granted them the 
responsibility of parenting.  Bless them 
with the love of Christ and the guidance 
of Your Spirit.  Be with those who have 
lost a spouse or are parenting their 
children alone.   

Strengthen all Dads by your love 
that they may become the loving, caring 
persons they are meant to be for the 
welfare of children and for your glory.   

Grant that we, their sons and 
daughters, may always honor them with 
a spirit of genuine respect.   

Through Christ our Lord, Amen. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce and Mardelle Arnoldy June 2 

Debra and Ken Rotering  June 5 

Don and Kristin Hills   June 7 

Duane and Doris Fruechte  June 13 

Mike and Mary Gilbert  June 25 

Russell and Sharon Teeter  June  25 

Matthew Hills  1st 

Doreen Cox  2nd 

Julie Yahnke  5th 

Mark Blaha  5th 

Rosa Mooney  5th 

Lillian Sveen  10th 

Lainey O'Brien  14th 

Roger Cadmus  15th 

Ian Eckart   15th 

Ben Branson  16th 

Angela Davis  16th 

Paige Johnson  18th 

Haylie Praxel  18th 

Eileen Hanson  21st 

Lori Mutterer  21st 

Olivia Mooney  22nd 

Miranda Campbell 25th 

Rudy Mehner  30th 
 



 

 

June 
2021 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  G - Bible Class 

9:30 – 11:00 AM 

 

G hall used 11:30-
2:30   

 

  

 
G hall used 11:30-
2:30   

 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Worship with 

Communion 
G – Council 
budget    6 PM 

 G - Bible Class 

9:30 – 11:00 AM 

 

G hall used 11:30-
2:30   

 

 Camp Croix 

 
G hall used 11:30-
2:30   

 

Camp Croix Camp Croix 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Worship 
 

Camp Croix 

 G - Bible Class 

9:30 – 11:00 AM 

 

G hall used 11:30-
2:30   

 

  

 
G hall used 11:30-
2:30   

 

  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

Worship with 

Communion 

Father’s Day 

 G - Bible Class 

9:30 – 11:00 AM 

 

G hall used 11:30-
2:30   

 

 A – Pantry  

1:00 – 5:00 PM  
 

G hall used 11:30-
2:30   

 

Pastor Cox to NY Pastor Cox to NY 

27 28 29 30    

Worship 
 

Pastor Cox to NY 

 G - Bible Class 

9:30 – 11:00 AM 

 

G hall used 11:30-
2:30   

 

  

 

 

  

Worship    8:30 AM 
 

Worship 10:30 AM 
 



 

Sunday Morning Schedules 
 

 

Arcadia 
Date Ushers Acolyte Cleaning Prior To: 

6/6/2021 Todd Eckart Nichole Kasten  
  Ian Eckart    

6/13/2021 Keith Witte Adyson Sosalla  

 

Bob Sosalla    

6/20/2021 Paul Koch Robert Mooney  

 

Bruce Arnoldy    

6/27/2021 Bob Sosalla    
     

 

 

Galesville 
Date Ushers Greeters Cleaning Prior To: 

6/6/2021 Rollin Barkeim Deb Barkeim  

  Ben Branson Mollie Branson  
6/13/2021 Dave Evenson Kay Evenson Judy Howell – Area 1 

 Dan Campbell Stacie Campbell Mollie Branson – Area 2 
6/20/2021 Duane Fruechte Doris Fruechte  

 Tim Smieja Judy Howell  

6/27/2021 Mike Gilbert Mary Gilbert Rebernick Family – Area 1 
 Mark Pfaff Tina Rothering Peggy Kirkey  - Area 2 

 

 


